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SAC, Boston 


7/15/69 


L. 


Direoto^^I^S <7 7 _ " / 


1 - 


COMMITTBfiC^ BIAFRAN ARTISTS AND WRITERS 
/ AND THE'^AHERICAN PROGRAM BUREAU; 

, ' CHINUA ACHEBE : 

f I ~l 

REGISTRATION ACT - BIAFRA 


Enclosed for Boston and WFO is one copy each o£^ 
Departmental letter 6/26/69 along with copy of newspaper 
clipping referenced therein. 

Boston identify responsible officers of captioned 
organizations and^ in the absence of derogatory information in 
your files, interview them consistent with the requests ex- 
pressed in attached letter. Clearly advise them that this 
investigation and interview is being conducted at the specific 
request of the Assistant Attorney General, Internal Security 
Division, U.S. Department of Justice. 


WFO review appropriate records of Immigration and 
Naturalization Se rvice and U .S. Department of State concerning 
Chinua Achebe and I 



Bufiles contain no pertinent information regarding 
Achebe and I ~l and the Committee for Bi afran Artists an d 
Writers. Bufiles reflect that on 12/4/68 r I 

representative of the American Program Bureau contacted the 
Bureatt^and described the American Program Bureau as a commercial 
agency which represents various prominent Americans in connection 
with obtaining speaking engagements. 


Handle promptly and submit results in IHM form. 


Enclosures - 2 


Tolson 
06tocch - 

Bishop _ 
Casper ^ 
Callahan ^ 
Conrad 

roll 

Cole — 
Hosen 
Sullivan * 
Tavel 



Trotter . 
Tele. Room . 
Holmojf^ 
Gandy * 


2 - WFO (Enclosures - 2) 


NOTE:\ /The Department, by letter 6/26/69, requested we conduct 
ReglstrsCt ion Act investigation on captioned organizations because of 
their alleged sponsorship of two Biafrans in this country. Depart- 
mental predication was article appearing in Boston press, the 
contents of which led Department to believe that organizations may h 
av^iwurred obligation to register. Department requested we identi^^ 
and^iniervieviT responsible officers of organizations to determine 
iUi^rofj^^a^ under which they sponsored tour of two Biafr* 

Department further requested that we determ 
if Biaf r ^s St i lT*T.n this country and their present address. 
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UNITED STATES GOVm'IMENT 

•Memoranaum 


r jlr. Tofson-— 

• ^ PeLoach- 

# EPARTMEN^T OF pSTYolEr ' — 

^ a Mr. Bishop — 

Mr. Casper™ 


FROM 


subject: 






Director. Federal Bureau 
of Investigation 


r. Walter Yeagley 
^sistant/Attorney General 
Internal^^ecurity Division 


date: 
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I Mr. CaUahnn— 
Mr. Conrad...,. 

Mr. Fdt 

969 Gala- 

Mr. Rosrn 

Mr. ?*5.\van-. 
Mr. Ts.’*''I — . 
Mr, 'x ter — 
Tele. Room,™- 
Miss II Imea™. 
Miss Gandy — 


• COMMITTEE FOR BIAFR7U !L™aRTISiE5-.AND-MRI3^ AND 
~ THE ^ERICAN PROGRAM BUREAU’ 

REGiBim'i'iKffl A CT - BIAFRA 




f'l 


The April 9. 1969 edition of The Boston Globe \ 
contained an article by one of its staff writers, •. 

Edgar J. Driscoll on the above captioned subjects. I 

A copy of this article is enclosed for your use. ' 

U 

According tO the article the Coiranittee for ^ 

Biafran Artisjbs and Writers and The Program 

Bureau located at 59 Temple P.lace.___Bo stoh . -Maesachuaej 
are sponsoring a lecture tour withi n the United States 
of two Biafrans, Chimua Achebe and | , The 

possibility exists that the subjects may have in- 
curred an obligation to register ixnder the Foreign 
Agents Registration Act. However, before this 
determination can’ be made additional information is 
needed . . 

It is therefore requested that you interview 
the responsible officers of the subject committees ' 
to ascertain the nature of the arrangement under 
which they sponsored the tour of the two above 
captioned Biafrans. This Division would also like 
to know whether these committees 'have any contract 
or other arrangement with Biafra or any of its 
officials under which tkey act within^he United 
States. If there is such a contracy \ arrangement 
under which they operate it wou^udjy ^t helpful to 
know its nature and what acti^ ^^^^erformed 
under it. ’\ trn /H'l 





REC 










additional information you can provide re- 
garding the subject committees especially as to 
their background would be appreciated. 

This Division would be interested to know if 
the two Biafran writers are presently within the 
United States. If so, it would be appreciated if 
you would advice us of their present addresses. 


Enclosure 

Article 


4-22 (Rev. 1-22-60) • * • 

FeSergl Bureau of Investigation 
|»lecord.s Branch . 


t I Name Searchina Unit - Room 6527 
CD Service Unit - Room 6524 

I I Forward >«-> Pilo Ua\r^a^^r 

I .. .^I^ tention _ 

! •’^i Rotiirn to _j 

Supervisor Room i 


T y pe of R eferences Requested: 

CZD Regular Request (Analytical Search) 
References (Subversive & Nonsul 
^^3^bversive References Only 
I ■■■ I Nonsubversive References Only 
1 I Main References Only 


Ty pe of Search Requested: 

I I Restricted to Locality of 

1 I Exact Name Onl y (On the Nose) 

(Z^3'Buildup (ZI3-V^ations 


Subject 

Birthdate & Place 
Address 


Localities 


Prod* 


Searcher 
. Initials « 


FILE NUMBER 


a>R_ 


SERIAL 



itfi tO 









4*22 (Rev. N22-6p) 

Federal' 


'^yeau of Investigation 
^^or4s Branch 


19 . 


HD Name Searching Unit - Room 6527 
Service Unit - Room 6524 


b6 


ention 
Return to J 


r r MP 

b7C 


'7ox-^/.r> 


Supervisor Room Ext. 


Ty pe of References Requested: 

I—, I Regular Request (Analytical Search) 

I I All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 

l-clTj ^b vers ive References Only 

I I Nonsubversive References Only 

I 1 Main References Only 


Ty pe of Search Requested: 

I I Restricted to Locality of 

ct Name Onl y (On thg Nose) 
C^3oUildup I ^**n 7nr}fltions 


Subject f-1.4 .-AJ 

Birthdate & Place 

Address 


Localities 

R *. Date 

Prod. 


Searcherp 
Initials i 


FILE NUMBER 


SERIAL 
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4-22 (Rev. 1-22-6Q) 

F ederal 


IP 


eciu of Investigation 
rcjs. Branch 


/ 19 . 


H Name Searching Unit - Room 6527 


CD Service Unit - Room 6524 
I I Forward tn Filf> Rpviow 


I M ti 


tention 
Return to 


supervisor 


noom 


b6 

b7C 


•7 01 . 


Ext. 


Ty pe of References Requested: 

I — I Regular Request (Analytical Search) 

1 l AllJl eferences (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 

Lr^t S^versive References Only 
I I Nonsubversive References Only 
I 1 Main References Only 

Ty pe of Search Requested: 

I Restricted to Locality of 


L_ I Exact Name Onl y (On the Nose) 
Buildup I I Variations 


Subject c A aJ — 

Birthdate & Place 

Address 


Localities 

R Date -.fe. /z .Q. 

Prod. 


SearcherT 
Initials J 


FILE NUMBER 


SERIAL 
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By 




Ei)OJ\ri j)^DlUSCOLL 
su.r Writer 

^ Ainoi .'can and Euroocan 
to i;ie;lra has made ‘a 
du^o 0* , ^ ’ n* it has far 

. the basic prob- 
rtkUMie dJBiaf. 

-a Boston^ yester- 


.... . .. . :X. 

U J^s Sy 


The Boston Gll>he- 


'O ^ V7 O W r 


^cViurvC 

da'' 


- r >d ye^r, ’ ”e could use 
s jr ^ ^ it. But no 

^ will solve 

\yha. !s happening. It treats 
. the eifect, not the cause. The 
cause is the war. And the 
\yar IS fueled by Britain and 
tne Soviet Union. 

\ “The most meaningful ac- 
f tion the Uniied States can 
; -akc IS to bring pressure on- 
I these countn.s— ^specially 
Britain beca. c it u*ill listen 
I moro-to-st' ■ <^w.v)plying thd 
I means of v^ction.*' 

* The auiho: four prixe- 


winxjing novels,, the 'good- 
looking Achebe is, touring 
this wuntry with * Gabriel 

the interna- 
tlonai^^ Y .Nigerian 

poet. Th»^three-week tour 
^ the ywuntry is. being’ 
sponsop^Vy the Committee 
^C-JSiail An^.Artis and 
^riters. and the Americ an 
.El^^gra^JBureau.^ T 
At the Bureau!s office, 59 
Temple pi., both men said , 
‘their .tour is concerned^ 



r 






— -- ~iour7eervSy‘ 
"strongly -that no 'writer or 
poet ^ in Africa today ^‘con- 
sidcring the extreme situa- 
tions we find ourselves in,” 
can be anything less than 
involved. ‘*‘He cannot be an 
Onlooker. He must be a par- 
ticipator in life,” Okara 
said. 

[, Seth ^men are involved 
m government communica- 
tions as officers 'in the. Min-, 
listry of Information . in Ni-" 
|geria.j Until recently, Achebe . 


( was director of external J 
broadcasting tor the Niger- ^ 
ian Broadcasting Corp. ! 

f Their tour will t*.ke them ^ 
I to ' 40 universities and col- 
'*lcges;in this country, includ- ^ 
^ing Boston University .Apr. 
16th. 


, -tV-ocn Qaoq^ 
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ENCLOSURE 
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I opticnawform |> 
comc\ 

CSAW'ffR (« CJ>iJ Ol*«,0 

UNITED STATES 

yl ^ 




RNMENT 



TcorauGf’ 


IRECT’CR, FBI 

BOSTON (97-255) (P) 




' i>ate: 8/6/69 


subject: COMMIT-TBE FOR BTAFRAN 
■ ARTISTS AND WRI TERS; 
Q"A^!ERTGA]^I program BUREAU; 
■ YCHIIWA^HoHSRE,: 





f. 



b6 

b7C 


^ISaJRAS^ION^AGT - BIAFRA 

^ebulet fco Boston dated 7/15/69 9nd Boston airtel 
to Bureau ^ated 7/25/69. 

Enclosed for the Bureau and Nev/ York are four, 
and two copies respectively of a self-explanatory LM. 


J 

P- 


f n addition to the contents of the enclosed , 
furnished considerable litoratux’e abput American 




\ 


A 


Program Bureau (APB), luhich is being retained as exhibits in 
the Boston file but is not deemed pertinent to the possible 
Registration Act violation. This material naiaes among t.he 
APB's clients the following internationally known figures: 

JACK ANDERSON, newspaper columnist 

DREW PEARSON, nevjspaper columnist 

' JOE S. BROWN, actor 

? AL CAPP, comic strip writer 


i 


«£HC1t 
R£Q. P.tC’O 


J^A.oi0 


^ j 

U(\\v rnkvi..£>-/i/^'A~ O' 


BOB FEDIS^R, baseball figure 

Negro entertainer 


Bureau (Encs.' 4) 
2-New York (Encs. ,^) 
2 -Bos ton 

I n 

( 6 ) • 

Mg 21 1969,... 


JIM HA(^RTY, former V/hite House press 
NORMAN MAIIER, author 





^AUG 111969 


r?r? 


■* * ‘ Iffi 

U,S. Savings Bonds Regularly off the Payroll Savings Plan 
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* % 

t ^ 

•BS 97-255 

b6 

. researcher on product safety 

VICTOR RlSSSr,, newspaper columnist 
PIERRE SALINGER, former vmite House press secretary 
THEODORE SORENSEN, former Presidential adviser 

television commentator 


STEV/ART ALSOP, newspaper columnist 

R}TD AUERBACH, athletic figure . . . 

DAVID BRINIOEY, television commentator 

ORVILLE FREEMAN, former Secretary of Agriculture 

Sen. KARL MUNDT 

Sen. EDMOND S. MUSKIE 

TRAN VAN DINH, former South Vietnamese Ambassador 
to the United States ' • 

I-lAX RAFFERTY, California educator 


ROBERT V.IELCH, John Birch Society 


In addition. 


advised that Sen. STROM 


THURMOND has recently engaged the services of the APB 


: 



2 • 
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BS 97-255 


e • 


b6 

Boston Indices contain no pe/^tinent information 
identifiable v/ithi I ‘ 


I was informed that this investigation 
v/as being conducted at the specific request of Assistant . 
Attorney General J. VJALTSR mGLEY, Internal- Security 
Division^ Department of Justice. 


• 3 
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In Reply, Plcate Refer to 
File No. 


STATES DEPARTMENT Oi^^STICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

• Boston, Massachusetts 
August ; 6 , 1969 


COMt 4 ITTEE_FOR BIAPRAN 
• ARTISTS AND IVRITERS 

america“n program bureau} 

CHINUA A GREBE! 

I I ' 

CYPRIAN EIG-fiSNSI 
registration act - BIAFRA 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to 
be distributed outside your agency. 








FO-302 (Rev. 4<IS44) 
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MSDERAI bureau of irs!VESn@ATi9 

. . ■ 8 / 5/69 


« b6 

l-AinejcL lcan hic 

fgogi’ am BureaiL - rAPB) . 5 9 _ Temple Place .. ^Eoa.t;-on.,».Ma 3 JS.achusefcfcs » 
furnisnea the follovjing information; . , 

. • ' if'i 

The A>PB is^'a" Massachusetts husiness corporation • 
which i-'eceived its charter In February of I965. It maintains' 
its principal office at 59 Temple Place, Boston, Massachusetts-, 
Its stock is publicly held and traded in the Over the Counter 
market. It was established to serve as a agent to 

arrange schedules and speaking engagements for persons of 
prominence, its officers and directors are as follov/s: 

Fk V le. - . , 



Clients of the i\PB include persons in the following 
categories: • . * 




t 'C 


a) . Members of the United States Senate and the 

■ House of Representatives , ■ v: - 

b) Former high-level Government officia^ls, " 

c) Syndicated newspaper columnists, 

d) Entertainers, 

%) Athletes/ 

f) University professors, f': 




:•*< , ' 


. - 2 

O n y/24/69 Boston, Massachusetts 

» -r_-L i . -r_- Ljr_ 11 —JL .^T - 

SA 


by. 


j.- 

' * 

. - 
' A *.> 


j^Ho^... B .os.ton_9I~g5. ? . 


i-* ^ 


.Doto dictated. 


T/31/69 


Thl$ document conlolns neither rocommondollons nor conclusions of tho FBI. It Is tho property of tho FBI ond Is tooned to your ogoncy; 
It ond Us contents ore not to bo distrlbutod oulsfdo your ogency. 
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‘ I 1 •.* 

bdvised fchafc" clients of the APB represe'ht 

\;ne ruxi speccrum of political perspective, ranging from \ ; 
figures identified v/ith the so-c^ied' conservative, right-vfing 
element to those equally v/ell Icnov/n for their ultra -literal, 
militant, and radical point of vieiir. He said the Apb 
maintains a policy of s trie tt neutrality but ±s interested 
in serving clients representing extremes 6f political , 
perspective because of the laa^ge fees v/hlch such figures can 
command for their public appearances. In this connection, 
he explained that the APB derives its revenues from commissions 
payable from fees received by its clients for their appearances. 
He stated that in its relationships with clients the APB 
does not utilise any standard contract form and that agreements 
betvjeen Apb and its clients are usually made through the 
exchange of correspondence. He stated the APB^s commission 
rate v/ill vary according to the volume of service it renders 
to the individual client and in some cases in relation to 
the amount of the fee spaified by a client for his appearance. 


Relative to APB capitalization,! [advised that 

the corporation is authorized to issue one million shares of 
stock at par value of 10 cents per share. He stated that 
as of February 13, I9S9, 184,050 shares were outstanding with 
an earnings per share rate of 26 cents, based on 1968 earnings 


advised that the se rvices of the APB 

were engaged In behalf of OHINUA Aohebsj 
and CYPRIAN EK/ENSI byj a leading figure 

in the Committee for Biarran iirtiscs and Writers, 760 West 
End Avenue, New York. 


] 


I I stated that in the first instance the 

contract involving these three' individuals vras verbali-' but 
X provided that APB vrould arrange apspedklng tour v/ith its 
compensation to consist of 30 percent of fees earned, plus 
reimbursement for promotional and advertising expenses. 


[advised that the APB knew nothing of 

these three 5.ndividua is other than what had been made 
available about them by ] L 'The biographical data 

f iu?nished, according to [ [ indicated that they were 

'distinguished figures in Biafra by reason of their accomplishments 
as. poets, v/riters, artists, etc-. :t 

3 - 


V 
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BS 97-255 • . ■ 

3 

He stated that he did not have a manuscript of their 
speeches' but it was his understanding that they -confined 
themselves to the areas of their expertise and refrained from 
discussion of political issues- and that they did not 
undertake to promote the interests of Biafra as a government 
in their appearances, ^ 

furnished the following itinerary ^ 

:d for ACHSBE, I I and EKl'JENSI: 


Late 

School 

Location 

, 

4/14/69 

Ohio State College 

Cedar Falls, lovia 


4/16/69 

Boston University 

Boston, Massachusetts 

• 

V17/69 

University of Chicago 

Chicago, Illinois 

- 

4/20/69 

Cornell University . 

Ithaca, Nev; York 


4/21/69 

Virginia Interment 

Bristol, Virginia 



4/22/69 q Claris on College of Potsdam, New York 
Technology • ’ . 

4/22/69 Kent State University Kent, Ohio 


4/24/69 Stanford University Stanford, California 

* ^ 

* ^ 

4/25/69 University of California Not specified 

4/25/69 Juniata College Huntingdon, Pennsylvania 

4/28/69 . Bemidji State College Bemidji, Minnesota 

4/28/69 Lincoln University Lincoln, Pennsylvania 

« . * 
4/29/69 Northwestern University Evanstpn, Illinois, 

Gross proceeds from these appearances ' totaled 

^ 7 ? 200 , 


which the APB arrange 


4 - 





BS 97-255 

4 . . . ^ 

[advised that in promotional material 

des4gned-to solicit invitations to these Biafrans the 4PB 
circulated an announcement containing the follov/ing 
biographical data; . 

CHINUA ACHSBS is the author of A Man of the 
People , published in the United States by*T)oubleday-Ahchor, 
and conducted lecture seminars on the predicament of the 
Biafran intellectual in government, creative arts, and 
communications ^ I'lr. ACHEBE has received many prizes and 
avjards for his previous novels and other m*iting^ 


b6 

b7C 


CYPRIAN BKlffiNSI, a teacher and Director of 
Information Services in Biafra, v:as formerly Director of 
features on the Nigerian Broadcasting System. He is the 
author of several novels. 


stated that the a bove bioftraoh ies v/ere 

dated 


prepared on the^ basis of a letter from . 

February 9 , I969. This letter contained the following 
additional 'data : 


CHINUA ACHEBE, age thirtye^eight, v/as born at Ogidi, 
Eastern Nigeria. He v/as educated at (Jovernment College, 
Umuahia, and the University College, Ibadan. He Joined the 
Nigerian Broadcasting Corporation in 1954 and until recently 
vias director of external broadcasting. He ‘,iS; associated 
v;ith Information Service of Biafra. He is the author of 
Arrov; of G od, Things Pall Apart , No Longer at Ease , and 
A Man .of :■ We People.' 


-V 5 _ 
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BS 97-255 

I 

CYPr^TAK EICl'JENSI was born .In Horfchern Nigeria in 
. 1921 and is a member of fche Ibo bribe of Biafra. (formerly 
Eastern Nigeria). He v?as educated at Government College, 
and Aehimota School, Ghana, and trained as a pharmacist* 

After teaching biology and chemistry in Nigeria, he Joined 
the Nigerian Bx'^oadcasting Corporation, v/here he became 
Head of Features. He is Director of the Information Service 
in Biafra after serving in the same capacity for the 
Federation of Nigeria before the Nigerian-Biafran War* His 
boolis include People of the City , The Passport of Mallam . 

Ylla , The Drummer Boy , Burning Gra ss, Dokotown and^ther 
Bt'ories , AnTirican Night ^s Entertainment , and Naha . 

I r gtgrge ^that by le tter dated July 2, 

the APB had notified | |as the repre sentative ^ 

of_^thg^Cpmmit.tpe_=f or.-Biaf ran. .Art jLS ts _^and V/riters, tjia'b'~i't°^ ^ 
l?ould again serve as booking agent for these three individuals 
for another United States tour in October, 1969. APB*s 
commission rate v;ill be 25 percent. He said that the 
following is the schedule for October, which has been boolced 
to date: ■ 


d 


Date 

10/4/69 

10/8/69 

10/10/69 

10/12/69 

10/16/69 

10/19/69 

10/28/69 

10/29/69 


School 

'*’ r 

Briarcliff College 
Brovm University 

5 <v,S- 

'ISidlana State College 

.. Simpson College 

Fisk University 

Florida Presbyterian 
College 


Location 

Briarcliff, New York 
Providence, Rhode Island 
Terre Haute, Indiana 
Indianola , lovfa 
Nashville, Tennessee 
St, Petersburg, Florida 


University of Massachusetts Amherst, Massachusetts 
Kent Hill School -Kent Hill, Maine 


- 6 *- 




Director, IBI (97-5254) 


CHANGED 



Washington Field review appropriate records 
of Immigration and Naturalization Service and H.S. 
Department of State concern ing Cyprian Ekwensi. Note 
full name of subject f I as determined by Boston 

investigation . 



Enclosure 


1 - Boston (97-255) 
1 - New York 
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NOTE: 


4f' 


The Department by letter 6-26-69 requested we 
conduct Registration Act investigation on captioned 
organizations because of their alleged sponsorship of 
two Biafrans in this country. Investigation by Boston < 
determined that a third Biafran was also sponsored by 
fi rst captioned committee. k i * 

WAILED. 24 

" AUG5 - 1969 ■ ■ I ■' == = 


COMM-FBI 


REC45 mAUS's^ 



AUGgO 


« MAIL ROOM 


\ 

V. 




S/9C: 


y 


' ro-it. (R«v. S-22-64) 




I* C J 


Date: 7/2^/69 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


/Priority) 


PROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

sac; boston ( 97-255) 


SUBJECT : CHANGED 

COi#IITTEE FOR BIAPRAN 
ARTISTS AND V/RITERSj 
AMERICAN PROGRAI-'I BUREAU; 
CHINUA ACHEBE; 


CYPRIAN EK?//ENSI 
REGISTRATION ACT - BIAPRA 

The title of this case>*is being changed as 


fo Hows : 


(1) To show the Cot>Knitteo For Biafran Artists 
and Writers as an indl-vxdual. entity. 

(2) ** ToT‘^how the Ameidcan Program .Bureau as an 
iSdiyidudl snfity. 

7“^) To show the full name of subject 


. ■' (i{.) To add CYPRIAN EIGvENSI as subject. 

Re Bureau letter to Boston dated 7/15/69^ no 
carbon copy for New York. 

Enclosed for Novi York are Xerox copy of re Bulet, 
Xerox copy of memorandum dated 6/26/69 from AAG J. WALTER 
YEAGIEY to the Bureau, and Xerox copy of clipping from 
"The Boston Globe, " dai-ly Boston newspaper, dated l|./9/69. 


•e Bureau 

2 - New Yo,rk (Enc. 3) 
2 - Boston 



Approved: 


■ M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 





BS 97-255 


On 7/^/69j I 

I American Program Bureau, Boston, Mass., 

advised that the Committee for ’Biafran Artists 
and Writers, (CBAV/), an organization which maintains 
headquarters at 7^0 West End Avenue^ Wew York, Wew 
York, is merely a client of the American Program 
Bureau (APB), a Massachusetts Business Corporation 
established to serve as booking agent and public 
relations advisor for prominent pe rsons in their 
speaking engagements. | [ advised that APB 

rendered this service for subjects ACHEBE, I 


who is a leaaing figure in the 


[stated that to the best of his knowledge, 

ACHEBE, 1 I and EKl'/ENS I were sponsored in the 

US by CABW. which engaged the services of APB. to 
handle publicity, arrange schedules, etc., which 
it customarily performs for its clients. 


LEAD 


NEW YORK 


.AT NEW YORKj NEVr YORK 


Will comply with instructions in Bulet 
dated 7/15/69, as they pertain to the Committee For 
Biafran Artists and V/riters. 
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Memorandum 

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (97-5254) 

^0P/A<r 

FROM ysAC, WFO (97-1951) (P) 

subjegi^MMITTEE FOR BIAFRAN ARTISTS AND WRITERS; 
AMERICAN PROGRAM BUREAU; 

CHINUA ACHEBE: 


date: 8/21/69 


b6 

b7C 



CYPRIAN EKWENSI 

REGISTRATION ACT - BIAFRA 
( OtO. 6 5 ) 

ReBulet to BS dated 7/15/69, and Bulet to WFO 
dated 8/6/69, enclosing BSairtel of 7125169. 


in title: 


Following investigation conducted concerning subjects 


CHINUA ACHEBE 




On 8/7/69, representatives of the Office of Security 
an d Visa Office. U.S, Department of State (USDS), advised 


]that records of these offices contained 


SA 

no information identifiable with CHINUA ACHEBE, 


On 7/29/69, icl 


caused a check to be 


made of the records of the Central Office, Immigration and 
Naturalization Service (INS), Washington, D,C, (WDC), which 
revealed the following: 

• CHINUA ACHEBE entered the U.S. at New York City on 
4/2/69, traveling on a B-1 visa (Temporary Visa for Business), 
issued 4/2/69 at Ifontreal, Canada, valid to 10/1/69, ACHEBE 
was traveling on Biafran Passport Number 27453, He listed 
his birthdate as 11/16/30 at Ogidi, Biafra, listed his address 
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as lAnuahia, Biafra, and his destination as Hotel Abby- Victor » 

7th Avenue and 51st Street, New York City, ACHEBE departed 
from the U,S, on 5/2/69; however, his destination was not 
indicated. ' 

CHINUA ACHEBE previously entered the U,S. at 
New York City on 10/29/68, traveling on a B-2 visa (Temporary 
Visa for Pleasure), issued 10/28/68 at Toronto, Canada. He 
was traveling under the same passport as above and listed his 
destination as 575 Madison Avenue, New York City. His residence 
address was listed as Ogidi Onitsha, Biafra, and his birthdate 
and birthplace the same as above. TNS records failed to list 

his date of departure and destination. 

¥ 

CHINUA ACHEBE previously entered the U.S. at 
New York City on 4/5/63, traveling on a. J-1 visa (Exchange 
Visitor), issued at "Lagus," date illegible. He was traveling 
on Nigerian^sTssport 48107 and listed his l destination as 
c/o Mr.- R.^^MYER . Institute of International Education, New York. 
His visa was valid until 7/4/63, and he departed the .U.S,* for 
Rio de Janeiro, date not indicated. 

b6 
b7C 

Concerning the above two .subjects, results of 
checks of INS and USDS records not yet available. When this 
information is available, results will be furnished to 00. 

WFO indices negative on individuals and organizations in 
title. 
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Memorandum 


TO 


FROM 


subjec st: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

lAC, NEW YORK ( 105-103376 )(p) 


date: SEP 2 6 1969 


COMMITTEE FOR BIAFRAN ARTISTS AND WRITERS; 
AMERICAN PROGRAM BUREAU; 

OHINUA ACHBBE! 

I ' / 


b6 

b7C 


CYPRIAN EKWENSI; 
RA-BIAFRA 


\ 


^ T 7/1^/69, with enclosures 

from J, WALTER YBAGLEY, Assistant Attorney General, Internal 
Sepurity Division, dated 6/26/69; BSairtel to Bureau and NY, 
dated 7/25/69; WFOlet to Bureau and NY, dated 8/21/69; BSlet to 
Bureau and NY, dated 8/6/69. 


Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of an LHM 
dated and captioned as above at NY. 


NY T-1, mentioned in enclosed LHM, is 
who has furnished infoiroation to SA"" 


Confidential sources mentioned in enclosed LHM are 
hereinafter identified; 




All were contacted by SA 
purees Date Contacted 






6/1/69 

8A/69 


b6 

b7C 


/^LgrBureau (Ends. 5‘) 

2-Boston (Ends. 2) (RM) 
1-New York 


8/7/69 R£C 82 b7D ^ 

9/16/69 
. 9/22/69 

'OSXmB 

V I JttAU 
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LEAD 


NEW YORK 

AT NEVJ YORK CITY, NEW YORK . Will interview 
760 V/est End Avenue, NYC, UAGB« 

It is noted t hAt BSniT»hft’l hr> Rnr»Aflii anr^ NV 
7/25/69^ set forth that] 
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In Reply y. Please Refer to 
File No. 
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HM-R K XM I S UNOLAS S I MO 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

IIcu York^ Hew York 
jSoptGiabcr 26^ IS^S) 


CojjaittGG For BiGfran iirticts and tJrltersi 
ikierican Program Bureau^ 

Cliinua Achebss 

I b 6 

cypritan miensi ^ic 

RGgistratlon ilct-Blafra 


' On September 9^ 2^1^ uho hac furnisbed 

reliable Information in the pact^ and uho la porsonally 
acquainted “tilth Chinua Achebe^ advised that he uao in the 
United States several months ago on a speaking tour^ but has 
since left and is not Itnotm to be planniiig to return hero in 
the lEiTuediato future* 


Confidential sources ijho ore faiailiar with soao 
aspects of African activities in the Hew York City areas, were 
contacted during August and September 1969^ and all advised 
that they were unable to furnish any information concerning 
Committee For Biafron Artists and I Jr iters a Amoricon Progrcyii 
Bureau I Chinua Achobeg l \ i Cyprian Bfejonsi* 


THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS NEITHER 

RECOMMENDATIONS NOR CONCLUSIONS 

or THE FBI. IT IS THE PROPERTY 

OF THE FBI AND IS LOANED TO YOm 

AGENCY; IT AND HE CONfENTS ARE 

NOT TO BE DISIRIBUTED OUTSIDE r 

YOUR AGENCY* 

HHCLOSURE 




SAC, New York (105-103376) 
Director, FBI (97-5254) 

T 
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10/6/69 


Tolson — 
OeLoach 
Moht 
Bishop 
Casper 
Callohorr 
Conradi 
Fell 
Cole 
Rosert 
Sullivan 
Tavel 
Trotter 
Tele. Ro( 
Holmes 
Gondy 


, iOMMITTEE FOR BIAFBAN ARTISTS AND WRITERS; 
American j®GRAM^imEADX’'~^ '^^ 

'^SCVPRIAN^KWBNSI ^ 

REGISTRATION ACT - BIAFRA 


ReNYlet 9/26/69. 


Do not interview 
has be< 5n described as zT 


at this time. 


specific Bureau authority must be obtained prior 
TO tn e inrgirview. 


The Bureau has insufficient background on 

]to authorize interview at this time. New York should 


promptly develop additional background information and furnish 
same to the Bureau along wit h your request for interview. 

Since subject is allegedly a l I 

which as you know is in Philadelphia, possibility exists she 
maintains residence in Philadelphia and will not be available 
to your office for interview. If such is the case, furnish 
Philadelphia with appropriate backgrotmd of this case. 

1 - Boston (97-255) 


> 

S m 

S 00 


O 

o 


I 

I 


: — 
NOTE: 


We are conducting Registration Act investigation in 
captioned matter at specific request of the Department. 
Department requeste d that we inte rview responsible officers of. 


subject committees. 


has been identified as 


responsible officer of Committee for Biafran Artists and 
Writers, However, since she is also a professor, we are 
requesting additional background prior to authorizing an 
interview. 



REO ';?- ^ 
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UNITED STATES Gqj^NMENT 

Memorandum 

DIRECTOR, FBI (97-5254) 




^ - 


date; 10/30/69 


: SAC, WFO (97-1951) (P) 

subject: committee FOR BIAER AM-AB XISTS AND WRITERS: 
AMERICAN PROGRAM BUREAU; “ 






CYPRIAN EKWENSI 
REGISTRATION ACT - BIAFRA 
(OOiBS) 
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BeBUlet to Boston enclosing Departmental letter of 
6/26/69, BUlet to WO dated 8/6/69, and WFOlet dated 8/21/69. 

Rffiferehced WFO letter furnished results of investi- 
gation conceiming CHINUA ACHEBE. 


j, the , following inves- 
caused a check to 


Concerning 

tigation was conducted : 

On 8/18/69, SA 

be made of the records of the Office of Security and Visa 
-Office, U. S, Department of State (USDS), however, no record 
" " ■ ' could be located . 

caused a check to be 


identifiable with 


On 8/27/69, IC 


made of the records of Immigration and Naturalization Service . 
(INS) Washington, D . C., however, no record identifiable with 

[could be located. 


Concerning CYPRIAN EKWENSI, on 8/25/69, SA 



[caused a check to be made of the records of the 

Office of Security and Visa Office, USDS, however, no record 
identifiable with CYPRIAN EKI^ENSI could be located. . 

2y> 4 Bureau Ktu v I 

- Boston (RM) 

1 - New York (Info)(RM) 

1 - WFO 


-^7 
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A check of the records of INS concerning EKV7ENSI 
is still outstanding. This investigation will be expedited 
and results will be submitted. 
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UNITED STATES 

Memorandum 


gc4|^: 


MENT 


« 



SUBJEC 


DIRECTOR, FBI (97.-5254) 
sac', WFO (97-1951) (RUC) 


♦’CHANGED” 

(|>COtMITTEE_FOR_BIAERAN„ARTISTS 

AND-HRIT^;. 

^AMERICM PROGRAM BUREAU; 
CHINUi^HEBE: . 

CYPRIAN ODIATU DUa5?KWENSI 
REGISTRATION ACT-BIAPRA 
(00:BS) 


date:11/18/69 



b6 

b7C 


The title of this case is marked "Changed” in 
order to reflect the full name of CYPRIAN ODIATU DUAKA EKWENSI 
as contained in the records of the Immigration and Naturali- 
zation Service (INS), Washington, D.Cw (WDC). 

Re Burhau letter, 8/6/69 enclosing Boston airtel 
7/25/69 and WFO letter 10/30/69. 

Referenced WFO letter contains . c<mipleted investl* 
gation of captiondd subjects, with exception of a check of 
records of INS for CYPRIAN ODiimJ DUAKA EKWENSI. . 



The files of INS, WDC, checked on 11/5/69 by SA 
revealed a- file in the name of CYPRIAN 


ODIATU DUAKA EKWpSI, A 14 010 751,. bom 9/26/21 in Lagos, 
(Nigeria) . The file consist^ only of a "Certificate of 
Eligibility for Exchange Visitor Status", dated 2/13/64, 
for participation, in Exchange Visitor program Number G-1-14, 
sponsored by the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, 
U.S. Departmentof State (USDS). It was for sixty days’ trip 
to the U.S. under sponsorship of the Foreign Leader Program 
of the USDS. The form Indicated that EKWENSI *s stay in the 
U.S. was extended to 7/25/64 but contained no additional infor- 

(^Weau I REC- 89 

2-Boston ^ 


O 


1-WFO 
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S^UNlSp STATES cifcRNMENT 

Memorandum 


IliilllB^^^^ 



DIRECTOR, FBI (97-525^) 
lAC, NEW YORK (105-1 03376 )(«.(fo) 


OMMITTEE_ELQRJ BlAymiLAm§£a 

AND-WRITEBa^ 

AMERICAN PROGRAM BUREAU; 
CHINUA ACHEBE; 


date: 


1/13/70 



b6 
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CYPRIAN EHMENSI 
REGISTRATION ACT - BIAPRA 
(00: BS) 


ReNYlet t« Bureau, iated 9/26/69; Bulet to NY, 
dated 10/6/69; WO let to Bureau, Boston and NY, dated 10/30/69 < 

Enclosed for tke Bureau are five copies of an LHM 
dated and captioned as above at NY. 

One copy is designated for WO for information 
purposes since a lead is currently pending there. Two opie 
are also being designated for Boston since it is office of 
origin in this case. t 


SA 


phone call cf 12/16/69* 


conducted the pretext tele- 

^ _ In view o f the infor mation furnished 

about captioned subject by former F 


the recent collapse of Biafra, the NYO is making no additional 
effort to develop background information concerning ! 
and is placing this case in a closed status. 
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- Bureau (Ends. 5) (RM) 

1 • Boston (Ends. 2) (RM) 

1 - Washin^n Field (End. 1 ) (RM) 
1 - New York 




17 JAN 16 1970 
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NY T-1, mentioned in e nclosed LHM. is former l 
vho furnis hed information to SAL 


who furnished information to SA 


I NY T-2 is 


Confidential sources mentioned in enclosd LHM are 
he reinafter identifie d* These sources were all contacted by 
SA 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 




Source Date Contacted 


11/18/69 
1 1 /25/69 
1 2/2/69 
1 2A/69 
1 2/Jf/69 
12/15/69 
12/15/69 


CLASSIFICATION? 


This enclosed LHM is classified ’'Con^Jdi^^ial'* 
Inasmuch as it contains data from iiformant^ owhosis 
furnishing material of value to the Bureau on a con- 
tinuing basis, and any disclosure of data might result 
in informant's identification with a subsequent adverse 
effect upon the internal security of the US. 






In Reply^ Please Refer to 
FUeNo. 


DlCLl^SIFICJ^flCM AOTHORITY DERI¥1II WB£ 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New York, New York 
Janilary 13, 1970 


Committee For Biafren Artists 
and Writers; American Program 
Bureau; Ch inua Achebe; I ~l 

I ~n ; Cyprian Ekwensi 

Registration Act •* Biafra 


The November 6, 1969 issue of the Manhattan Address 
Telephone Directory reflects a listing for a business tele- 
phoneffor I I This same number is 

also listed to the Committee For Biafran Artists and Writers. 



' 0 \ 


1 
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On December 18, 1969» a pretexfii/telephone call 
by a Special Agent of the Federal Bu reau of Ip yestigation 
(FBI) elicited that telephone number F I an swer** 

,ing s ervice. The oparator of this service advised that J 
I was travelling and was not expected to return to her 
Xesidence until Januar y 17k 1970. The operator further stated 


that in the absence of [ 


] that thre was no one handling 


the 'affairs of the Committee for Biafran Artists and Writers. 

On November 18, 1969. NY T«1, who has f urnished 
reliable inf ormation in the past, advised that one£ 


an employee of the Institute For Interna ti onal 
jsQucauion in N^w^oj;^k^Clty and who is inclined to be pros 
“Black Nationalist”, Tiad expressed some interest in this 
committee and in Chinua Ach ebe. NY T**1 added that since 
September, 1969. f~ J has not mentioned this committee 

or any Biafran artists. and writers touring the United States 
in connection with it^ so that NY T«11;coh.eludes that this com- 
mittee is ID longer active in the New York^^lty area . 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and Its contents are 
not to be distributed outside your agency. 













Committee For Biafran Artists 
and Writers; American Program 
Bureau; Ghin ua AcheBe; I 

I Cyprian E^ensI 


On December 29^ 1969? NY T-2, who ha s furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised that I 
was no longer active in the affairs of this comnittee and. 
that the committee itself was not a centrally located one. 

KY T-2 explained that when any Biafran artists and writers 
visited the United States, sn”Ad Hoc'* Committee was usually 
formed at the campus or university where they were to visit 
and speak. NY T-2 stated that there was no headquarters 
committee arraii^ng appearances for visiting Bia Sran artists 
and wr iters. NY T-2 states that Chinua Achebe. I I 

I I and Cyprian Bkwensi are not known to NY T-2 to be 
presently in the United States, although NY T-2 expects 
Chinua Achebe to leave Biafra in the near future and 
re-enter the United States. 

Confidential sources who are familiar with certain 
aspects of African activities in the New York City area, were 
contacted during November and December, 1969^ and all ad vised 
that they could furnish no information concerning either \ 

I or the Committee For Biafran Artists and’ Writers. 
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UNITED STATES G^iRNMENT 

Memorandum 


ra A DIRECTOR, FBI (97-525^) 


date: 1/30/70 


.SAC, BOSTON (97-255) (P) 






Subject: COMMITTEE FOR BIAPRAN ARTISTS 

11 'ISQRITERSJ 

AMERICAN program BUREAU; 
CHINUA ACHEBE: 

, CYPRIAN ODIATU DUAIO\ EKV/ENSI 

REGISTRATION ACT' - BIAPRA 
/ (00: BOSTON) 


Re WFO letters to Bureau dated 8/21/69^ 10/20/69^ 
and 11/18/69; Bureau letter to Boston dated 7/15/69 • 

Enclosed for the Bureau and New York are, 
respectively, four and two copies of a self-explanatory 
letterhead memorandum. Copies have been designated for 
New York inasmuch as the Committee for Biafran Artists 
and Writers maintains its headquarters in New York. 

In accordance with Bureau instructions in 
referenced Bureau letter 'dated 7/15/69 ^ WFO is requested 
to prepare a letterhead memorandum incorporating results 
of its investigation and ag ency checks concerning CHINUA 
ACHEBE, \~ , and CYPRIAN ODIATO DUAKA EKVJENSI. 

Upon receipt by the Bureau of current letterhead 
memoranda from WFO it is suggested that an 

opinion be soliciteCv rnal Security Division of 

the Department concery^ ^erits of this case. 

/iC ^ f 7 - 

(^^ureau (enc, 4) (mT^^ 

2-New York (105-10337o) (enc. 2) (RM )"■“"“=» 

• 2-WFO (97-1951) (RM) ,7 FEB a imn 

2-Boston g IffJQ 
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File No, 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Boston, Massachusetts 
January 30, 1970 



COMMITTEE FOR BIAPRAN 
ARTISTS AND WRITERS; 

AMERICAN PROGRAM BUREAU;' 
CHBIUA ACHEBE; 

1 

CYPRIAN ODIATU DUAKA EKWENSI 
REGISTRATION ACT - BIAFRA 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is' loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 



BNCJDDSORl 


|:D-302 (R«v. 4.15.64) 
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V ^ 


i. 


X 

w* • 


Xi 


Ph'DKRAL BUREAU OF INVESTfOATiON 


Date. 


1/30/70 


American Pro^cram Bureau. be 

Tempxe Place, Boston, 

Massachusetts, advised that, b?c 

to her knowledge,! 

land CYPRIAN EKNMSX 

nave not reenterea the unitca states since their visit in 
the spring of 1969. She stated that CHINUA ACHSBE conducted 
a' tour of the United States in October, 1969, in the course 
of which he fulfilled the follov/ing engagements negotiated 
by the American Program Bureau r 

pate 

Place 

, ioA/69 

Dartmouth College 
Hanover, New Hampshire 

10/8/69 

Brovm University 
Providence, Rhode Island 

10/10/69 

i 

Syracuse University 
Syracuse, Nev7 York 

10/13/69 

Simpson College 
Indianola, Iowa 

, ^ ^ IO/IV69 

• Briarcliffe College 
Briarcliffe, New Jersey 

10/20/69 . 

• Florida Presbyterian College 
St. Petersburg, Florida 

' 10/21/69 ' 

(Unnamed College y 
, lampa, Florida 

10/22/69 

(Unnamed College)’ 
Dowell, Massachusetts 

IO/S3/69 

Brooklyn College 
Brooklyn, New York 

IO/2V69 

♦ 

(Unnamed College) 
Athens, Ohio 


1/21/70 Boston, MasGachusetts p,i^ja Boston 97^255 


SA 

by 


^ ^ m 


«0oto dlctatod 


1/26/70 


Thu document contolns nefther rocommendotlons nor concfustons of tho FBI. It Is Iho proporty -of Iho fBI end Is loonod to your oponcy; 
It ond lU conlonts oro not to bo distrtbutod oulsido your agency. 



Place 



BS 97-255 




Date 


10/27/69 

10/28/69 .. 

10/29/69 

/ 


(Unnamed College) 

Kent, Ohio 

University of Massachusetts 
Amlierst, Massachusetts 

w ^ 

« Williams College 

V/illiamstov;n, Massachusetts 


ao/30/69 


University of Vermont 
Burlington, Vermont 


10/31/69 Bowdoin College 

. Brunsv/ick, Maine 

'In addition, according to| | ACHEBE was 

a principal speaker at some African Studies convention held 
P.Q.> Canada, during the period October 15-20, 
American Program Bureau did not arrange 
for this engagement and she did not kno;i hov; it was booked. 


f 

i 
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She said that, upon conclusion of this tour. 


ACHEBE returned to Biafra. 




the 


Istated that 

^^Pyesentat iye the Co mmittee f Ay Ukafran ArVists 
and V/riters v;ith whom the American Pfogf^' Bureau maint 




contactTwas scheduled to depart for Biafjra on January 2, 
19^0, and presumably was in that country v/hen its government 
recently surrendered to Nigeria. 





• C‘OI#IITTEE FOR BIAPRAn 
artists and WRITERS; 

AMERICAN PROGRAM BUREAU; 

CHINUA ACHEBE! ^ . . 

I I: ' -r 

CYPRIAN ODIATU DUAKA EKl'JENSI h7c 

REGISTRATION ACT - BIAFRA 

, ^ The "Boston Evening Globe," a daily 'newspaper 

.published at Boston, Massachusetts, in its Closing Stocks 
edition of January 21, 1970, at page tv/enty, published a 
story datelined Owefri, N;lgeria, by Hugh A. Mulligan of 
the Associates Press. The story containe,d a brief state-- 
ment concerning conditions in Biafra by one. CYPRIAN EKWENSI 
who was described, as an Ibo novelist. ' ‘ 










j OfTIONAU FORM Na tO 

5 may i«« edition 

C§A FPMR (« CFR) 101»1I.« 

UNITED STATES GC^|r2TMENT 


Memorandum 


: DIRECTOR, FBI (97-5254) 


: SAC, WO (97-1951) (RUC) 


suBjEcjxr'MjomiTTEE FOR BIAFRAN ARTISTS 
AND VmiTERS; AMERICAN PROGRAM 
BUREAU: CHIN UA ACHEBE; 



CYPRIAN ODIATU 


DUAKB EKI7ENSI 
RA - BIAFRA 




date: 2/!li3^70 


b6 

b7C 



ReBSlet dated 1/20/70, in captioned case. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies and for 
Boston, two copies of an LHM, dated and captioned as above. 

-i/" 

WFO personnel who made agency checks and file re- 
views as set forth in LHM, have been identified in previous 
correspondence in this case and this information is not 
being repeated here. 



Bureau 
2 - Boston 
1 - V7F0 


\o 

(Enc. 

(Enc. 


5) EHCLOSURE 

2) (SM) 
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In Reptyf Please Refer to 
File No. 
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UNrl’jEI) STATES DEPARTMENT OF fUSTICE 


& 


PRDERAt BUREAU OP INVESTIGATION 

Washington, D. C, 2u535 
i'ebruary 12, 1970 


GOM'ETTS^: 5‘OR ARTISTS im WRITERS; 

/MERICAN PROGR/M BUREAU ; 

, CHIim /JCHSBE; ^ 

b6 

CYPRIAN OOIAIU DUAICA eWeNSI 
. , REGISTR/JION AGT-BIAFRA 


\ 


Cn Novemher 5, 1969, a representative of the FBI 
reviewed the file on Cyprian Gdiatu Duaka ,ikwensi, as main- 
tained by the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS), 
Washington, D. C. (WiXJ), and obtained the following inforiri- 
ation: 


The file consists of a ‘‘Certificate of Jiiligibility 
for Exchange Visitor Status”, dated February 13, 1964, for 
participation in iicchange Visitor Program G-1-14, sponsored * 
by the Bureau of Educational and Cultural .^fairs. United States 
Department of State (USDS) . His birthdate is shovm as Sept- 
ember 26, 1921, Lagos, Nigeria, and it was indicated he had 
been authorized a sixty day trip to the United States (US) , 
under the sponsorship of the Foreign Leader Program of the 
USDS, The form indicated Ekx?ensi's stay in the US was ex- 
tended until July 25, 1964, but contained no additional in- 
formation. 

On August 25, 1969, a representative of the FBI was 
advised by representatives of the Security and Visa Offices, 
USDS, that their files contain no identifiable information 
concerning EkWensi. 




FOR ARTISTS mT^RS; 

i^IERICAN PROGRAM BURalAU; 

CHIM)A AGHFBii:: 

I b7C 

CYPRI/M ODIATU BUAICA MSNSI 
RiiGISTR^JIOW ACT-BIAB’RA. 


On August 18 and Aoigust 25, 1969, respectively, 
representatives of the FBI v^ere advised by representatives of 
the Security and Visa Offices, USDS and IKS, t hat their files 
contain no identifiable information concerning 


On July 29, 1969, a representative of the FBI re- 
viewed the file on Chinua Achebe, at INS and obtained the 
follovring information: 

Achebe entered the US, at New York, New York (NYC), 
on April 2, 1969, traveling on a. Class B-1 visa, issued to 
him on April 2, 1969, Montreal, Canada, and Biafran Passport 
Number 27453. He was admitted until October 1, 1969. He 
listed his birthdate as November ,16 , 1930, Ogidi, Biafraj his 
address as Umuahia, Biafra, and his destination in the US as 
Hotel Abby- Victor, 7th Avenue and 51st Street, NYC. Achebe 
departed from the US on May 2, 1969; however, his destination 
was not indicated. 

The file shows that Achebe had previously entered 
the US, at NYC, on October 28, 1968, He t’as traveling on a 
Class B-2 visa, issued October 28, 1968, Toronto, Canada, 
and the same passport as above. He listed his destination 
in the US as 575 Madison Avenue, NYC, and his residence 
address as Ogidi Onitsha, Biafra. There is no information 
in the file showing his date of departure or destination. 

He ■'•^as also previously admitted to the US, at NYC, on April 5, 
1963, traveling on a Class J-1 visa, issued at "Lague’’', date 
not legible and Nigerian Passport Nucber 48107. He listed his 
destination in the US as, care of Mr. R. Myer, Institute of 
International Education, NYC. He was admitted until July 
4, 1963, and departed from the US, for Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
date not indicated. 




COia-aTTiii 1C.R ARTISTS SIW VJRITiJjRS; 

/I-JiiiaC/lT PROGR/M BURK/Ii; 

CHIIRJA ACH^^‘: 

I b6 

CYPRI/IT OiJI/iTO JU/a<A b?c 

R^ISTR/TIGN /iCT-BIAB‘RA 


On August 7, 1969, representatives of the Security 
and Visa Offices, USDS, advised a representative of the B’BI 
that their files contain no information identifiiible with 
Achehe . 
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SAC, Boston <97-255) 


5/12/70 




Director, FBI (97-6254) 

o 

COMMITTEE FOR BIAFBM ARTISTS 

AHD MITERS; A MERICAH PROGRAM BOREAU; 


b6 

b7C 


CHIKUA ACHEBE; 

C7PEIAB ODXATU'DUAKA EKWENSI 
REGISTRATION ACT-BIAFRA 


Reurlet 1/30/70 with enclosures. 

Prior to contacting the Department to determine 
i£ any further action is required in this matter. Bureau 
feels you should recontact appropriate sources to seek 
information as to possible current activity on the part of 
above which might assist the Department in reaching a 
final decision. Submit results in URI form which will 
thereafter be fo rwarded to the Department. 


T3T" 

NOTE; 


Department by letter 6/26/69 requested we conduct 
Registration Act investigation on captioned organizations 
because of their alleged sponsorship of two Biafrans in 
this country. Investigation by Boston determined a third 
Biafran also was sponsored by first captioned committee. 

It is felt above investigation should be done prior to 
presenting to Department for final decision. 


_» 3 , 


Mohr 

Bishop _ 
Casper 
Callahon 
Conrad 
FeU 
Cole 


|r\i 
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Assistant Attorney General 
Internal Security Division 

Director, FBI 


May 21, 1970 


^MITTEE FOR BIAFRAN ARTISTS AND WRITERS.* 
the AMERICAN PROGRAM BUREAU: 

CHINUA ACHEBEi 


CYPRIAN ODIATU DUAKA EIG7ENSI 
REGISTRATION ACT - BIAFRA 
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an-t-i ■(' 1 fflade to your letter dated June 26, 1969 

Biafran Artists and Writers and The ' 
Merican Program Bureau; Chinua Achebe; T Reffiatru-inn 

wherein you requested ceJtain investigation be 
conducted regarding this matter. i«vesi;zgarion oe 

Further reference is made to previous Bureau 

furnished to you, the most recent of which is 

Wrltera?“Sl!“ "Committee for Biafran Artist s and 

Writers , The American Program Bureau; Chinua Achebe ;T^ 


i55re??h-?®eistratlon &oi - Biafra," 


aated February 12, 1970, at Washington, D. C. 


REC-138 


the advise whether 

wlr S'aSSf Agenta’SSgfsteatLricfS^'”' 

your'Di^l^on 2. ® absence of any further requests from 

in this mltt2r. Bureau contemplates no further investigation 


97-5254 







tolson « 
DeLooch . 
Walters ... 
MohT _ 
Bishop _ 
Casper ... 
Callohan . 
Conrad — 

Fell 

Gale . 


Bepartm®nt*s letter requested we conduct Registration 
Act investigation on captioned organizations because of their 
.alleged sponsorship of two Biafrans in this country. Our 
■^nvestigation determined a third Biafran also was sponsored 
Joy first captioned committee. The three Biafrans have returned 


Bo sen 
Sullivan , 
Tavel 
Soyars^ «. 
Tele. Room 
Holmes 
Gandy . 


i ;.'il 


IVIdll£,D. iQ 

11970 
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NOTE CONTINUED PAGE TVO 
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Assistant Attorney General 
Internal Security Division 




NOTE CONTINUED : 

to their country. Representative for Committee for Biafran 
Artists and Writers reportedly in Biafra when that country 
surrendered to Nigeria. American Program Bureau is Massachusetts 
business corporation operating as a booking agent for speaking 
engagements for persons of prominence. Results of our previous 
investigation have been furnished to Department. 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
,MAY I0« EDITION 
•eSA FPMR (« CPR) 101*1 i.e 

UNITED STATES GOWrNMENT 

Memorandum 

DIRECTOR, FBI (97-5254) 

SAC, BOSTON (97-255) (P*) 

) 

OMMITTEE FOR BIAFRAN ARTISTS 
AND ^^RITERS; 

AMERICAN PROGRAM BUREAU; 
CHINUA ACHEBE: 


CYPRIAN ODIATU DUAKA EKWENSI 
REGISTRATION ACT - BIAFRA 
(00: BOSTON) 



date: 5/12/70 


J 
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Re Boston letter and LHM dated 1/30/70 and WFO 
letter and LHM dated 2/12/70. 

Review of this file indicates all logical 
investigation has been conducted and this case remains 
pending awaiting an opinion of the Assistant Attorney 
General of the Internal Security Division of the 

Department * 

/ 

Boston is placing this case in pending inactive 
status until receipt of Departmental opinion. 




Bureau (RM) 

2 - New York (105-103376) (RM) 
2 - Boston 
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UNITED state; 


5VERNMENT 
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BUREAU (97-5254) 


date : 5-28-70 


SAC/ BOSTON (97-255) 

O 

COMMITTEE FOR BIAPRAN ARTISTS 
AND WRITERS; A MERICAN PROGRAM ^BUREA U; 
CHINUA ACHEBE ; l~ I 

CYPRIAN ODIATU DUAKA EKWENSI 
REGISTRATION ACT-BIAPRA 
(00: BOSTON) 


1 


\ 


I 

\ 


' 


Rebulet to Boston dated 5-12-70, 2 xerox 
copies of which are enclosed for New York. 


Inasmuch as the Committee for Biafran 
Artists is based in New York, it is believed that 
Bureau’s instructions in relet are equally applicable 
to New York. 
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UNITED STATES gPP'ERNMENT 

Memorandum 


&LL iMiaiiiiaiiM 

IMi l l lllll l ill M 


TO 


FROM 


date: JUL 3 0 1970 




DIRECTOR, FBI (97-525^) 

SAC, NEW YORK ( 105 - 103376 ) (RUC) 

^^MMITTEE FOR BIAFRAN ARTISTS AND WRITERS; 

AMERICAN PROGR AM BUREAU; , 

CHINUA ACHEBE; | I 

CYPRIAN ODIATU DUAKA EKWENSI 
M-BIAFRA 
(00:BS) 




ReBulet to Boston, dated 5/12/70, and Boston 
letter to Bureau and New York, dated 5/28/70. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of an 
LHM, dated and captioned as above at NYC. Two copies 
have been designated for Boston since it is the office of 
origin in this case. 
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SA 


conducted the prei^e^t^. 


telephone call of 7/27/70. Pretext utilized was" that 
of a Catholic priest seeking speaking engagement for CHINUA 
ACHEBE at local Catholic high school. 


In view of the information furnished by|^ 


concerning captioned subject, the NYO does not believe that 
further investigative effort is warranted at this time. 

Confidential sources mentioned in the Enclosed 
LHM are hereina fter identified: the se sources were all 
contacted by SA 


ihh . 


Informant 


Date ConlJ^c^ted 



Bureau (Enc 
2 - Boston (97-255 
1 - New York / 

] 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 


6 / 25/70 ^7 
7 / 8/70 -i-i- 

7 / 17/70 

7/24/70 4 aUG 3 1970 




(5) by 

date 



'avings Bonds Kegularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 




In Bepfyf Please Refer to 
File No. 


# • 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
New York, New York 

jyL o y 13/0 

Committee for Biafran Artists and Writers j 

American Progr am Bureau^ 

Chinua Achebe; I I ; 

Cyprian Odiatu Duaka Ekwensi 
Registration Act-Biafra 


b6 
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The June 24^ 1970 issue of the Manhattan address 
te lephone^^irect orv reflects a listing for a business telephone 


] 760 West End Avenue^ telephone number 


to 

AC 2-5495* This directory also lists the Committee for Biafran 
Artists and Writers at 76 O West End Avenue^ telephone 
number AC 2-5495 • ;!'/ 

On July 27 > 197 O 4 a pretext telephone call by 
a Special Agent (SA) of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) mas made to telephone number AC 2-5 495. The per son 


answering this call identified herself as 


She 


stated that while this committee wished to assist BiAfran 
artists and writers, there was very little that it could do 
for them at the present time because of the repressive policy 
of the Nigerian. Government toward the Biafran people. f 


stated' that she has not heard from Chinua Achebe in a 
few months and that in his last message to her, Achebe stated 
that he was writing a "dirge" for the Ibo Tribe and people 
of Biaf ra . 


I stated that while mail could be sent into 

Nigeria, for that part. of it formerly known as Biaf ra, no 
mail escaped the Nigerian censors and nothing reflecting 
unfavorably upon Nigerian adm inistra tion in Biafra was permitted 
by them to leave the country. | | stated that no representatives 

of world comraittiications media are permitted to tour the former . 
area of Biafra and that those employees of relief agencies 
operating in the area are watched "like hawks" by representatives 
of the Nigerian Government. 






ENCLOSUKSi 





Committee for Biafran Artista and Writers; 

American Progr ^ Bureau; 

Chinua Achebe; I i te 

Cyprian Odiatu Duaka Ekwensi fa7c 


[stated that contrary to reports appearing in 

the "New York Times”, a New York City daily newspaper, 
there is little effort by the Nigerian Govern ment to attempt 
a genuine reconciliation with the Ibo' people. [ 
stated that they have insufficient food, money, shelter 
and medical sup plies an d that the suffering of the Ibo people 
is beyond words . 1 [ suggested that contributions to 

relieve this misery were better sent to religious 
organizations which are still able to distribute a measure 
of relief supplies among the Ibo people . 


concluded by stating that it appears to be 

the present policy of the Nigerian Government to refuse 
permission for arti sts and writers, such as Chinua Achebe, 

I I and Cyprian Odiatu Duaka Ekwensi, 

to leave Nigeria lest they comment unfavorably upon conditions 
among the Ibo people in that portion of Nigeria now known 
to the world as Biafra. 



During June and July, 1970, • confidential sources, 
who have some knowledge of African activities in the 
New York City area, were contacted and all advised that they 
were unable to furnish any information concerning the 
Committee for Biafran Artists and Writers^ 
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SAC, Boston (97-255) 
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Director, FBI (97-5254) 



EX’IPQ 

® COMMITTEE FOR BIAFRAN ARTISTS AND WRITERS: 
THE AMERICAN PROGRAM BUREAU: 

CHINUA ACHEBEi , 


CYPRIAN ODIATU DUAKA EKWENSI 
REGISTRATION ACT - BIAFRA 


7/30/70 

b7C 


Attached for receiving offices is one copy each 
of Departmental letter dated 7/24/70 indicating that 
registration of above-captioned subjects pursuant to the 
Foreign Agents Registration Act is not warranted. 

In view of the foregoing, cases regarding 
captioned subjects should be closed. 

Enclosure 

1 - New York (105-103376) (Enclosure) 
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Mohr , 
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Soyars > 
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Gandy 
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UNITED STATES GOVEI^IENT 


A 


Memorandum 


PARTMENT 'OF-JUSTICE 


TO 




v'a 


1 


«'Jr 


0 


g- 


Director/ 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 


date: 


July 2 4, 1970 



J. IWalter Yeagley 
Assistant ^Attorney General 
Internal ^ejatarity Division 
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I 


R BIAFRAN ARTISTS AND WRITERS ; 
DGRm-BUREAU; 

ACHEBRr 


CYFRI 

REGI 




KWENSI 

RA 


f/l 


7 


/■ 

> 

%■ 

“t 


1 


are xn receipt 
1970 regarding 


of your memorandum dated 
the above captioned subjects 
in which you request to be advised whether the 
activities of the subjects are such as to require 
their registration pursuant to the Foreign Agents 
Registration Act of 1938/ as amended. 




Ir. yJiRon ✓ 


Mr. 

Mr.. 

Mi 7 Mohr. ^ II 

Mr. Bishop*.. 
Mr.BrennanGI 
Mr. GallahanJ 
Mr. Casper.* 

Mr. Conrad.—*. 

Mr. Felt 



Mr. Gale.. 


Mr. Boson* 
Mr. TaveL 


Mr. Walters- 

Mr. Soyars 

Tele. Boom 


Miss Holmes* 
Miss Gandy*^ 


On the basis of the information provided by 
your Bureau it has been determined that there 
does not exist the requisite evidence to require 
registration of the subjects pursuant to the Foreign 
Agents Registration Act* 
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17 JUL^1970 
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